
 
 
       February 2011 

Hello Everyone, 
It was good to see so many of you at the Annual Meeting last month! We enjoyed several great 
presentations and I hope everyone came away with a few new tidbits of knowledge concerning our 
natural world, both at home and abroad. Dr. Julie Ray, Director of La MICA Biological Station in 
Panama, gave us a great presentation about the founding of the Station, the on-going research, and the 
research opportunities available there. For those of you that are interested in more information about the 
Station, are interested in making a visit, or if you would like to help support the Station with a donation, 
visit their website at www.lamica.org. I encourage you to check out their website to learn more about 
how even a small donation can go a long ways towards helping to support the research Station. 

Dr. Mark Scott introduced us to the diversity of aquatic fauna in South Carolina’s streams and rivers. Dr. 
Scott is a fisheries biologist with the S.C, Department of Natural Resources and he told us about some of 
the studies being done in South Carolina to document the species in our waters and assess the conditions 
of our streams. One thing he touched on in his presentation is the South Carolina Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation Strategy. If you go to http://www.dnr.sc.gov/cwcs/index.html you can read the 
document and you will see some SCAN members listed as experts that were consulted during the 
preparation of the document. There is also a link on that web page for detailed descriptions of various 
wildlife species in South Carolina.  

Dr. Alan Weakley, Curator of the UNC Herbarium and author of Flora of the Southern and Mid-Atlantic 
States, gave a great presentation on his work with the taxonomic reclassification of flora in the Carolinas. 
For those of us that grew up with Radford as our “Bible”, it was very interesting to hear why the changes 
are being made, and now it is clearer to me the importance of the reclassification efforts. A pdf version of 
Dr. Weakley’s work can be downloaded at http://www.herbarium.unc.edu/flora.htm.  

Following the presentations, Pat and Jerry Bright delighted us with a photographic review of our 2010 
trips. During the business meeting Greg Mancini gave us the treasurer’s report, Gene Ott updated us on 
the progress of book three, we discussed changes in the division of the state into regions (see table 
below), and we voted on the new officers for 2011. Greg reported our end of year funds total, and we 
voted to use $5,000 to help fund book three. Gene showed us a three-ring binder of what has been pulled 
together thus far for book three, which has been titled From Marsh to Mountains, and made a request for 
more photographs. The 2011 trip schedule was disseminated and discussed. The 2011 schedule is 
attached to this newsletter and I encourage you all to mark your calendars now so that you do not miss 
out on any of the great trips planned for this year. 

Before I list the 2011 list of officers, I would like to thank the outgoing 2010 officers, and those who are 
simply changing to another position in 2011, for all of the support you provided us last year. A lot of hard 
work goes on behind the scenes to make SCAN a successful organization so please take a moment to 
thank these folks next time you see them. 



The list of approved officers for 2011 is as follows: 
President – Gordon Murphy 
Vice President – Jan Ciegler 
Secretary – Cathy Chandler 
Treasurer – Greg Mancini 
Historian – Lynn Smith 
Central Region Director – Pat and Jerry Bright 
Eastern Region Director – Claudia Rainey 
Northern Region Director – Phil Harpootlian 
Southern Region Director – Wayne Grooms 
Western Regional Director – Greg Ross 
Database Manager – Jan Ciegler 
 
After the business meeting, we adjourned to Jan Ciegler’s house for a pot-luck supper and lots of 
socializing. I would like to thank everyone who helped to make our Annual Meeting such a success! 

For those of you who are on Facebook, if you search for SCAN you will see that we now have a page 
where you can leave comments and upload/view photographs from our trips. Also, a lot of members have 
not yet joined the SCAN Yahoo Groups site. This is another source for receiving email notifications from 
other members, viewing/downloading previous newsletters and other SCAN documents, and posting 
photographs. Yahoo has upgraded the capabilities of the site and I will be looking into how these 
upgrades can benefit us in the coming months. To join the site, simply go to 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/SCNaturalists/ and click on the “Join This Group” button. Only 
SCAN members can join and requests to join are filtered through me, so you do not have to worry about 
getting bombarded by unwanted spam from would-be spammers. 

Our trip this month will be to the Santee Coastal Reserve WMA/Washo Reserve Sanctuary in Charleston 
County. Wayne received a last minute tip from the TNC (who manages Washo) that we should be 
prepared for mosquitoes, even in February. 

I look forward to seeing you all on the 26th! 

Gordon  

Central Region Eastern Region Northern Region  Southern Region Western Region 
Calhoun Chesterfield Cherokee Allendale Abbeville 
Clarendon Darlington Chester Bamberg Aiken 
Lee Dillon Fairfield Beaufort Anderson 
Lexington Florence Greenville Berkeley Barnwell 
Newberry Georgetown Kershaw Charleston Edgefield 
Orangeburg Horry Lancaster Colleton Greenwood 
Richland Marion Spartanburg Dorchester Laurens 
Saluda Marlboro Union Hampton McCormick 
Sumter Williamsburg York Jasper Oconee 
    Pickens 

 
 



Santee Coastal Reserve WMA and Washo Reserve Sanctuary 
February 26, 2011, 10:30AM 

(Southern Region, Wayne Grooms) 

On Saturday, the 26th, SCAN will visit the Santee Coastal Reserve WMA (DNR) and Washo 
Reserve (TNC) just North of McClellanville in Charleston County. This will be quite a day for 
birders and photographers. The Washo Reserve is a 19th Century impoundment on a freshwater 
Creek and is encapsulated in the Santee Coastal Reserve. The Nature Conservancy manages 
Washo and DNR controls all else.  The majority of the Reserve is a 200-acre cypress lake which 
contains the longest continuous use wading bird rookery in the Southeast.  More than 200 wood 
stork nests are counted here each year.  Additionally, birders should watch for eagles, anhingas, 
marsh hawks, green herons, woodpeckers (including RCWs), ospreys, turkeys, and a variety of 
warblers and many other overwintering birds.  The unblemished vistas across the marshes will be 
a special treat for the photographers. 

After talking with Greg Lynch, DNR Manager, we will be able to launch canoes/kayaks 
anywhere on the preserve including the DNR boat ramp. Note we may have to fill out some 
permits for this.  The freshwater Washo impoundment will be off limits to boats. Greg also says 
we can use the picnic/camping area for anyone who wishes to do an overnight.  There are 
rudimentary toilet facilities in the picnic area. Keep in mind that there may be some small game 
hunters around as there is a scheduled hunt that day.  I would not think there would be any 
interference with our activities. This would also be a great place to bike as the dirt roads are in 
good repair. 
  
Directions: From the warning light at the junction of US Highway 17 and SC-45 in 
McClellanville go North 3 miles on US Highway 17. Turn or bear right on South Santee Road 
and go 3 miles to a single story brick structure (community center).  Turn right on a dirt road, 
Santee Gun Club Road, and drive 2 1/2 miles to a kiosk. This will be our meeting point. Bring 
the usual snacks, bug dope, rain gear, water, etc. 
  
Jerry Bright and I tried Buckshot’s Restaurant (843-887-3358) just 0.3 miles south of the US 
Highway 17 blinking light on the Western side of the highway. We had the fried fish, shrimp, 
onion rings, and potatoes. All was good but the onion rings were superb.  The place is clean and 
the bathrooms were very well kept. We will be hoping the same cook is at work on the 26th. 
 



SCAN Fieldtrip Schedule - 2011 
 
February 26 – Santee Coastal Reserve WMA/Washo Reserve Sanctuary (Charleston County) -On SCAN’s 
last visit to Santee Coastal Reserve we saw the state rare eastern fox squirrel, Baldwin's nut-rush and lace-lip ladies'-
tresses. Look for grass-pink orchid, blackroot, red milkweed, tall pine-barren milkwort, marsh-pink, New Jersey-tea, sun-
bonnets and southern wild rice. A refuge for eagles, red-cockaded woodpeckers, nesting osprey, turkeys, warblers and 
overwintering birds. Also anhinga, marsh hawk, green heron, alligator, pig frog, bronze frog and various tree-frogs inhabit 
the area. Washo Reserve Sanctuary has a 200-year-old cypress lake and an adjacent cypress-gum swamp.  
The Sanctuary harbors the oldest wading bird rookery in continuous use in North America. 
 
March 26  – Cartwheel Bay Heritage Preserve (Horry County) - On previous visits SCAN saw the state rare 
Venus-flytrap, eastern fox squirrel, Bachman's sparrow, Swainson's warbler, loggerhead shrike, big pyxie-moss, sweet 
pitcher plant and savanna honeycomb-head  here. Herbs seen include fly-poison, black snakeroot, rose pogonia, rosebud 
orchid, grass-pink, wild indigos, Samson snakeroot, milkworts, eryngos, milkweeds, butterwort, bladderworts, sun-
bonnets, deer-tongue, blackroot and Barbara's-buttons. Woody plants observed include dwarf wax-myrtle, witch-alder, 
sheep-kill, zenobia, dwarf azalea, coastal honeybells, creeping blueberry. Good for invertebrates including citrine forktail, 
violet-masked glider, eastern pondhawk, Halloween pennant, American lady, red admiral, viceroy, Palamedes swallowtail 
and much more. 

April 23 & 24 – Foxbrier Farms (Laurens County) - Foxbrier Farm is an approximately 1,000 acre working family 
farm located just off of I-385 in the rolling piedmont hills. Through the establishment of a conservation easement 
agreement in coordination with the Upper Savannah Land Trust, roughly one third of this land has been designated as a 
wildlife refuge. Notably, all of the land is designated as a wildlife sanctuary. Boasting more than 15 miles of trails (hiking 
and equestrian); one will find large stands of old hardwoods, numerous long hedgerows, eight ponds (the largest of which 
is 9 acres) and a newly developed shallow waterfowl habitat. Other aquatic features include Horsetail Creek, Mills Creek, 
Ratlin' Flint Branch, and two unnamed streams which flow through Foxbrier into Little River. In fact, a series of springs 
on the west side of the property comprise the very headwaters of Little River. For those who are interested, the owners 
have made the onsite accomodations available for SCAN to stay overnight. 

May 14 – President’s Special (to be announced) 

May 28 – South Tibwin Plantation (Charleston County) - Has classic coastal habitats including longleaf pine 
flatwoods, bottomland hardwoods, impoundments, freshwater marsh and brackish marsh. SCAN saw the federally listed 
wood stork, as well as the state rare swallowtail kite, black-throated green warbler, glossy ibis and little blue heron here. 
SCAN also saw alligator, pelican, anhinga, yellow-crowned night-heron, tricolored heron, bufflehead, clapper rail, 
dowitcher, snipe, 5 woodpecker species, marsh wren, orange-crowned warbler and river otter here. Flora seen included 
both giant duckweeds, running oak, coral-bean, rose mallow, creeping blueberrry, coral honeysuckle, deer’s-tongue, 
black-root, 5 aster and 3 goldenrod species and more. There is a 6-mile hiking/biking trail, mostly old roads. 
 
June 25 – Pacolet River Heritage Preserve (Spartanburg County) - This site has a diversity of Piedmont forest 
types on the sloping hillsides near the river. A trail leads to the Pacolet River eventually. SCAN saw the state rare downy 
agrimony here. Look for starry campion, pale Indian-plantain, maple-leaf viburnum, silky dogwood, Carolina laurel, 
bladdernut, New Jersey-tea and cucumber tree here. SCAN saw broad-winged hawk, Fowler's toad and numerous 
butterfly and moth species here. Two Native American soapstone quarries are here, where bowls, disks, banner stones and 
pipes were made during the late Archaic Period, 3000 to 1100 B.C. Partially fashioned bowls stick out of a few of the 
outcrops. Garnets and sphalerite can also be found on the paths among large boulders of the soapstone outcrops. 
 



July 23 – Borough House Plantation (Sumter County) - The Borough House Plantation is approximately 5,000 
acres of mixed forest and wetlands which should have a good variety of flora and fauna, especially considering that it is 
located on the fall line and very near Sparkleberry Swamp.  
 
August 27 – Woods Ferry Recreational Area (Chester County) - Site consists of floodplain surrounded by upland 
pine woods and maturing hardwood forests. Also has some north-facing slopes, which always prove interesting. The 
recreation area is on the Broad River. SCAN saw Indian cucumber-root, Solomon's-seal, rattlesnake-plantain, black 
walnut, meadow-rue, spicebush, mock-orange, honeylocust, bladdernut, New Jersey-tea, sugar maple, angelica, silky 
dogwood, silverbell, bigleaf snowbell, four-leaf milkweed and more. Very good for insects! Birds seen include prairie 
warbler, summer tanager, phoebe, red-headed woodpecker and green heron. Herps include marbled salamander, brown 
water snake and king snake. 
 
September 10 - President’s Special (to be announced) 
 
September 24 – Aiken Gopher Tortoise Heritage Preserve (Aiken County) - Longleaf pine/wiregrass with a 
small swampy area adjacent to a small stream are the dominant habitats There are three rare plant communities here. 
Created to protect the northernmost population in the U.S. of the gopher tortoise. A favorite food of the tortoise, the state 
rare gopher-apple, is also here, which SCAN saw on previous trips. SCAN also saw the state rare Georgia beargrass here, 
as well as dog-tongue, jointweed, sandwort, wild indigo, summer-farewell, goat’s-rue, blazing-star, ironweed and more. 
There are numerous trails on the Preserve. 

October 22 – Lee State Natural Area (Lee County) - This park contains hardwood floodplain forest and also 
extensive sandhill habitats. The park is on the Lynches River, a state-designated scenic waterway. There is also a millpond 
as well as artesian springs. SCAN saw the federally-endangered red-cockaded woodpecker and the state rare flaxleaf 
gerardia and Swainson's warbler here. There is a boardwalk trail.  

November 19 – Lynches River County Park (Florence County) - Here, the beautiful blackwater Lynches River 
provides extensive floodplain, swamp, and bluffs to explore. Also, turkey oak/long-leaf pine xeric ridge habitat abounds. 
Great diversity of flora was seen previously by SCAN including royal fern, jointweed, button-rosy, 9 species of oak, 
swamp and parsley-leaved hawthorns, swamp dogwood, mayberry, fringe-tree, coral honeysuckle, small-leaf, arrowwood 
and possumhaw viburnums, and much more. Interesting invertebrates were found including thread-legged bug, trash-bug, 
cross-toothed rove beetle, sulphur butterflies, geometer moth and more. There are several nice trails down to the 
floodplain and river and through the more xeric forest.  

December 10 – Bear Island WMA (Colleton County) - Former plantation lands, so it has old rice fields among the 
tidal brackish and salt marsh and old fields among the maritime forest and other woodlands. The state rare little blue 
heron, glossy ibis, eastern fox squirrel and loggerhead shrike have been found here by SCAN. All 3 of S.C.'s cordgrass 
species were seen. The diversity of habitats here attracts a variety of birds, with waterfowl and migrating songbirds 
heading the list. Bitterns, night heron, tricolored heron, snowy egret, shoveler, canvasback, moorhen and rails were all 
seen. River otters and marsh rabbits were seen as well. 
 
January 28, 2012 - Annual Meeting  
 
 
 


