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This Book is Dedicated to

Alex Ciegler
April 25, 1924 - January 31, 2003

Alex Ciegler was an enthusiastic member of SCAN for over 15 years, serving as Regional Director, Secretary, Treasurer, and
President. He was an excellent photographer and ardent conservationist. During his last twelve years he became the primary
lichenologist in South Carolina and identified most of the lichens listed in this book.

Alex was born to immigrant parents in Yonkers, New York, on April 25, 1924 and raised in the Bronx. He served as a tail-
gunner in the Army Air Corps during World War II. Taking advantage of the G.I. Bill, he earned a B.S. from New York University,
an M.S. from the University of Kentucky, and a Ph.D. in bacteriology from the University of Wisconsin, graduating in 1956.

He worked in fermentations and fungal toxins with the U. S. Department of Agriculture in Peoria, Illinois and New Orleans,
Louisiana. In 1971-72 he was an exchange scientist with the Bundesanstalt fiir Fleishforschung in Kulmbach, West Germany. He
taught short courses in Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Istanbul, and Tbilisi, primarily on fungal toxins. His scientific
publications include several chapters in books and numerous journal articles. A newly discovered fungus was named Penicillium
cieglerii in his honor.

Alex always loved getting out and doing things, and participated in canoeing rivers in Illinois and Missouri and lakes in the
Quetico-Superior area, backpacking in several western states, and bicycling. An active member of the Illinois Sierra Club, he
fought for the creation of hiking/biking trails on former railroad rights-of-way.

After retiring in 1983 he worked as a consultant for CSC (Computer Science Corporation) in the area of protection against
biological and chemical warfare. He moved to South Carolina in 1985 and joined SCAN and the Audubon Society, later taking
up the study of lichens. He collected in every county in South Carolina, in nearly all the state parks, heritage preserves, and other
natural areas, and amassed a fine collection now housed at Clemson University. Between his work and vacation travel, he visited
50 states and 55 foreign countries on all seven continents. He loved macrophotography and took fine photos of flora and fauna as
well as slides of his travels.

Alex was the father of four children and grandfather of eight. He did gardening, cooking of many cuisines, and baking many
varieties of bread. In his spare time he created original designs and made several window-sized panels of stained glass, winning
“best in show” for his three-dimensional plant stand. An ardent reader, he devoured world history and enjoyed Charles Dickens;
the public library marveled at the number of books checked out. His marriage of 47 years to Jan ended with his death in 2003.
Alex is greatly missed by Jan and the other members of SCAN.
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Why SCAN? )

The South Carolina Association of Naturalists, or SCAN as we are most often called, was formed in 1976 and is
still a viable organization over 36 years later. We are composed of a wide and diverse membership with many varied
interests, but most of all we are people who have an amateur or professional interest in the natural history of South
Carolina. SCAN publishes a monthly newsletter announcing the upcoming field trip with all pertinent information.
Since one of our main objectives is to share factual natural history information, the newsletter contains a list of the
plants (flora) and animals (fauna) we saw on the previous field trip. Other information of interest to naturalists is
often included in these newsletters. SCAN maintains a web site where the public can obtain field trip and membership
information. Please visit us at http://www.scnaturalists.org.

SCAN has at least one outdoor field trip per month between February and December. We always meet on the
4th Saturday of the month, except in November (3rd Saturday) and December (2nd Saturday). Members meet at
the field trip site promptly at 10:30 am, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter, and then the fun begins. SCAN
members must be 15 years of age or older. However, because we feel that it is important to get children involved
in environmental stewardship, SCAN tries to organize two special trips a year on which the members may bring
their children.

SCAN’s membership runs on a calendar year from January to December, with yearly dues payable at our only
indoor meeting of the year, the annual business meeting, which is always held in January. If you would like to learn
more about membership, visit our web site or write us at:

South Carolina Association of Naturalists
Post Office Box 5651
Columbia, South Carolina 29250-5651
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Wannamaker Nature Preserve (SC) .....cccccocvviieiiiieeinieeee 36
Warwoman Dell (part of the Bartram Trail) (GA) ................. 213
Webb Wildlife Center (SC) ....ceoeveeiiierieeie e 102
Wee Tee State Forest (SC) .....oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e 194
Wenee Wo0dS (SC) ..uveviiiiiiiiieeiiee e 186
Whitehall Nature Preserve (NC) ........cccccoviiiiiiiiiiiieciieeee 223
Wildcat Creek, Issaqueena Forest (SC) .......ccoecvvvevieeeininenn. 171
Wildlife Management Areas...see the following sites:
Bear Island Wildlife Management Area ............ccccccccuc..... 64
Draper Tracts Wildlife Management Area ....................... 198
Samworth Wildlife Management Area ............ccccccccoueenn. 90
Webb Wildlife Center .............ccocoeevociivieeiiiieeecieee. 102
Worth Mountain Wildlife Management Area ................... 204
WIllIS Tract (NC) .eoeeeeiieiie e 234
Woods Bay State Park (SC) ......ccovcvviiiieiiieeeiiee e 187
Woods Ferry Recreational Area (SC) ........cocvvviveiiieeiiiieens 54
Worth Mountain Wildlife Management Area (SC) ................ 204

(Clockwise starting bottom left.)

Eastern Cottonmouth, Agkistrodon piscivorus, by Gene
Ott.

Spring Peeper, Pseudacris crucifer, by Gene Ott.
Eastern Glass Lizard, Ophisaurus ventralis, by Gene Ott.

Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Nyctanassa violacea, by
Gene Ott.




